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Hi everyone, 
Welcome to the November email update to all OVA members. This email contains the following updates: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have finalised new logos, plus new banners for the OVA, ORCA and a draft for our Flora, 
Fauna & Fungi group.  
 
We continue to update the OVA website with new sections and additions.  Please do keep it 
bookmarked (www.ova.org.uk).   
 
We now have 1,838 supporters on our main Facebook group (up 482 supporters from last 
month), and 353 supporters on our ORCA water quality campaign group (up 51 supporters 
from last month). 

East Devon District Council (EDDC) are requesting input for the next consultation for the 
EDDC draft Local Plan (2020 – 2042).  Deadline is 26th January 2026. 
 
The Otter Valley Association made representation at the EDDC Strategic Planning 
Committee to request the deferral of all building work in the catchment pending SWW 
resolving their sewage issues in the River Otter. 
 
 

We have a new logo for our group, and are finalising new advertising material – including a 
new pop-up stand.  The natural environment section of our website continues to evolve –  
please do check it out! Thankyou for all the photographs that are posted to our Facebook 
group continue. 
 
We are looking at how to showcase local plants in the area, investigating the role of leaky 
dams, and trialling our very first group outing. 
 
 
 
 

Our next winter talk is on 21st January and is an update from Rick Lockwood, chief ranger, 
on the LORP project and the evolution of the Lower Otter Nature Reserve. We are looking 
for Speakers or Talk suggestions from members for Autumn/Winter 26/27 schedule.  Please 
do let us know what you would like to hear. 
 
Our walks continue.  We have a wonderful schedule of walks through February.  Why not 
join one – everyone is welcome.  Details below. 
 
 

The ORCA team attended the EDDC Strategic Planning Meeting to ask that all building work 
in the valley be deferred – pending specific enhancements to the SWW sewage treatment 
works along the river.  Press coverage in DevonLive – confirming that EDDC want to halt 
building work pending SWW enhancements.  Riverfly testing starting to rollout up the river.   
 
We are working on new communications to the Environment Agency (EA), SWW and local 
parish / town / village councils. 

We are still looking for people to help us in a number of different areas.  Can you help? 
 

• Secretary  

• Events coordinator 

• Town representative for Budleigh Salterton 
 
 

 

 
Have your say also through the public consultation for the second East Devon Heritage 
Strategy (2024 – 2042). 
 
Researching the archives of OVApedia – Shipwrights from the Baileys of Otterton and East 
Budleigh 
 
 

http://www.ova.org.uk/
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1. Can you help? 
 
We are looking for a number of people to help us.  Do you have a little time  to 
spare? 
 
• We are looking for a secretary to join the team – following the decision of Jane 

Kewley to stand down at our next AGM. This role is critical to the running of our 
charity and, among other things, ensures our committee meetings take place and 
are minuted effectively according to the rules and regulations of the charity. 

• We are looking for a town rep for Budleigh Salterton.  This role helps ensure we 
know what is happening in Budleigh Salterton, and acts as an interface between 
the local council and our charity. 

• We are also looking for someone to help organise events that we run or take part 
in. 

 
If you can help, please do let us know.  If you know someone who could help, please do let us know.  You can 
do this by emailing mailto:info@ova.org.uk.   Without people helping, it becomes impossible to achieve our 
goals and deliver for you, our members. 
 

2. ORCA Campaign to #ReviveTheRiverOtter 
 

A lot has happened since our last update.  We would like to thank everyone 

for their help, advice, guidance and action in testing, analysing and 

campaigning for the river Otter: 

• The long awaited “Water Study Cycle Report” has been published to EDDC.  This is 
incredibly important since it shows the issues of water quality – and is critical of SWW. 

• We attended the EDDC strategic Planning meeting asking them to defer all building work 
near the river Otter catchment – pending SWW resolving their sewage issues. 

• Press Coverage occurred in DevonLive – EDDC confirmed a halt on further development 
around Honiton until South West Water deliver sewage capacity.  Good coverage of this 
week’s Strategic Planning Committee meeting, and OVA/ORCA contribution 

• We have started the rollout of Riverfly testing to take this initiative further up the river from 
where OVA volunteers are already helping the “Heath to Sea” team in the lower Otter area. 

• We continue to work with Richard Foord (MP) in communications with the Environment 
Agency (EA) & SWW. 

• We will also be proving further updates to local parish / town / village councils. 

 

Water Cycle Study Report 
The long-awaited water cycle report has been published.  It has been shared on the ORCA Facebook group.  
It has also been posted to the OVA website [ here ]. 
 
 

EDDC Strategic Planning Meeting Update  
Peter Williams and Chris Boorman represented the Otter Valley Association at the EDDC Strategic Planning 
meeting on Tuesday 25th November. We wanted to present our data from the ORCA river Otter testing 
program.  
 
Peter presented a 3-minute update on behalf of the OVA. A key message we delivered was to support the 
recently published Water Cycle Study Report’s conclusion that "no additional housing load should be 
applied to the key Honiton, Feniton, and Fluxton catchments, without first addressing the clear 
deficits in treatment capacity". Quite simply, SWW have been breaching their permits and are clearly 
unable to cope with the existing housing demands - let alone any further housing.  
 
Peter also commented that there is however a silver lining to this report. It appears that SWW could remedy 
several critical issues, and enable much needed home building, by bringing forward the scheduled 
update of Honiton works to a 2030 completion. 
 
A key comment was made by the chairman of EDDC Strategic Planning (Councillor Todd Olive). He stated 
that “As I said to the gentleman from the Otter Valley Association ... the evidence shows that the 
Honiton works are not coping and is well over capacity. We need to talk to SWW and understand the 

mailto:info@ova.org.uk
https://www.ova.org.uk/sites/default/files/common/East%20Devon%20Final%20Water%20Cycle%20Study%20Report%20(compressed).pdf
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timing gf when they are going to be expanding that plant’s capacity. If the answer is "not soon 
enough” then development in that catchment will be delayed until that investment is made" (you can 
watch this on the EDDC YouTube channel [ here ].  
 
You can view Peter’s speech [ here ] (also attached below):  
 
You can view the chairman responding to Peter’s speech immediately after the above segment. He also 
stated that "in recommendation 6 of the first substantive paper on the agenda to absolutely look into 
that measure. There will be a further report in the New Year looking at what phasing and delaying of 
development that we need to do. So just to reassure you that will absolutely be on the agenda of a 
subsequent meeting”. 
 
You can also view a speech from Councillor Paul Arnott (leader of EDDC Council) [ here ].  
 
He reminded everyone that this council passed a motion of "No Confidence in South West Water" on the 
22nd February 2024. He then proceeded to discuss the water study report (recently published and shared 
previously here by Peter). He made reference to the last two pages of the report entitled “Summary of 
Consultations with South West Water” that took place with SWW in the preparation of the report. This covered 
a period from Oct 2022 to the present day. I have repeated some of the comments he made here: 

• “Information that should have been produced in 40 days came very late”. 

• “South West Water serving, bobbing, weaving, trying to answer questions put by the authors on behalf of this 
committee in ways that they favoured" 

• "We should have had this information from SWW two or three years ago" 

• "The final line of the water report states that “the data provided by SWW did not provide clarity on the comments 
initially raised. As such, the additional data provided by SWW following consultation on the WCS report was not 
incorporated into a revised version of the WCS". 

 
He summarised by stating “Chair, SWW have led this council, and the authors acting on behalf of this 
council, a merry dance”. He further commented (and you can watch his speech on the link above) by asking 
whether, as a result of this report, "we are at last able to summon up the courage to refuse speculative 
planning applications on the basis of it". 
 
It is very clear that EDDC have an incredibly difficult and stressful task - under enormous pressure from 
central government. The Otter Valley Association believes that planning applications SHOULD be declined, 
pending the absolute unequivocal upgrading and fixing of SWW infrastructure.  
 
You can watch the entire proceedings of the EDDC Strategic Planning meeting, including all public 
representations and also the full dialog) by going to the EDDC YouTube channel and watching. Warning - it’s 
a long day, but very important for us all to understand. Link [ here ]. 
 
 
 

Press Coverage in DevonLive 
We were delighted to be mentioned in a major article published in DevonLive on 27th November.  You can 
read the article [ here ].  Our comments were reported as follows: 
 
• Peter Williams, from the Otter Valley Association that 

has around 2,000 members, said he supported the 
water cycle study’s conclusion that “there should be 
no additional housing for Honiton, Feniton, and the 

Fluxton catchments without extra capacity”. 

• He added that the group had shown, through 
Environment agency data, that the River Otter was in 
the worst 20 per cent of England’s rivers in terms of 
its health, largely because of untreated sewage 
discharges. 

• “Honiton is projected to have the largest proportional 
increase in homes [under this prospective local plan] 
and significant growth around it, and so Honiton 
would require a significant increase in capacity,” he 
added. 

• “The study says there should be no additional housing load without first addressing clear deficits in capacity, and the 
silver lining is that it says South West Water could remedy critical issues by bringing forward scheduled updates in 
Honiton to a 2030 completion.” 

https://www.youtube.com/live/mixYqowioLM?t=3670s
https://www.youtube.com/live/mixYqowioLM?t=656s
https://www.youtube.com/live/mixYqowioLM?t=5423s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mixYqowioLM
https://www.devonlive.com/news/devon-news/worry-impact-new-homes-sewer-10668613
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• Mr Williams stated he wanted the council to “require South West Water to bring forward plans before housing 
development in the Otter catchment area”. 

• Councillor Todd Olive (Liberal Democrat, Rockbeare & Whimple), the chair of the strategic planning committee, said 
that was “absolutely what we will be looking to do”. 

 

Riverfly Testing 
Riverfly testing is another way of monitoring the health of the river.  It is a citizen science method where 
volunteers monitor river health by sampling and counting freshwater invertebrates, such as mayflies, 
caddisflies, and stoneflies, to detect changes in water quality. Because these insects are highly sensitive to 
pollution, their presence or absence acts as an early warning system for ecological problems, making Riverfly 
testing a vital tool for protecting rivers and ecosystems. 
 
We are delighted that OVA member Martin Davies has agreed to lead our Riverfly testing program.  This will 
be an augmentation of the work already being undertaken by Clinton Devone Estates on their part of the river.  
This new initiatives will take the Riverfly testing further up the river to above the Honiton sewage works. 
 
If you would like to help, please do get in touch. 
 
 

Communications with Richard Foord (MP) 
We are continuing to work with Richard Foord and his team on the #ReviveTheRiverOtter campaign.  We are 
working on further communications: 

• Further engagement with SWW 

• Engagement with the Environment Agency 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Speech given by the OVA at the EDDC Strategic Planning Meeting 
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3. Talks & Walks with the Otter Valley Association  
Our next talk is on January 21st. The chief ranger of the Lower Otter Nature Reserve will be giving an 
update on the project – from the original LROP development to the evolving environment.  Please do join 
us at Peter Hall – doors open at 7pm. 
 
Here are the full set of talks - please do mark your diaries for the following talks: 
 

2026 January 21st 
Update on Otter restoration project by Rick Lockwood 
(Chief Ranger) 
 

 February 18th 
Have you seen my little rubber  Duck by Ken Atherton 
A story of the Plastic Pollution of our Oceans 
 

 March 18th 
ORCA Campaign Update – by Felicity Christie & Peter 
Williams 
 

 
Talks are open to all.  Doors open at 7pm and the ticket cost is £4.00 for members and non-members.   
 
We are looking at topic and speakers for the 2026/27 winter talks schedule.  Please do let us know if there 
is anything you would like considered.  
 
 

Walks Update:  Weekly walks 
Why not come out and enjoy the scenery, meet friends and learn about our local surroundings?  Everyone 
is welcome and there is no charge for these walks.  We have four great walks planned in October: 
 

• Tuesday 2nd December:  "Exmouth to Lympstone / Darts Farm / Topsham". 

• Tuesday 9th December :  "The Reindeer re-run" following the route of the world    
famous Otterton Reindeer fun run 

• Tuesday 16th December: "Coastal Walk ; Budleigh to Exmouth Station" 

• Friday 2nd January:  “A New Year walk”  
• Tuesday 6th January:  "Otterton Ledge Circular walk" (exact date to be confirmed) 
• Tuesday 13th January:  “Up the Otter to Ottery” 

• Tuesday 22nd January:  “A wander on the Commons” 

 

Full details of all walks are available on the OVA website [ here]. Please always check the OVA website 

for last minute updates, cancellations or changes – one can never be sure what weather awaits us next 
week, let alone next month! 
 
We have been approached by a number of people asking if we do shorter walks, or more nature walks.  
To cater for this, we have been talking to the team at Seachange who offer regular shorter walks.  You 
can find out more information about Seachange walks on their web [ here ]. 
 
We also work very closely with the team over at Pebblebed Heaths.  They also do regular ranger walks.  
Again, you can find more information about their walks on their web [ here ]. 
 
Please also remember that full OVA members can get their copy of the new "Otter Valley Walking 
Companion". Others can get them from local community shops and information kiosks.  They are a great 
Christmas present for your walking friend ☺ 
 

  

https://www.ova.org.uk/ova-diary/category/ova-walks
https://www.seachangedevon.org/whats-on/nature-walks
https://www.pebblebedheaths.org.uk/whats-on/
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4. Flora & Fauna Group Update  
  
 
New Advertising: We are working on new advertising materials for the group.  
We hope you like our new logo (shown here on the left hand side).  We are 
producing a new pop-up banner to use at events, and investigating how to 
showcase our flora, fauna and fungi across the OVA website and facebook 
group.   
 
The Facebook group, in partciular, recevies a large number of posts from 
members and supporters showcasing what they see as they walk the area. 
 

 
Local plants in the area: We want to encourage people to document plants throughout the Otter Valley.  A 
suggestion has been made to create a spotter sheet with the most common species would be provided, 
including space for adding further plants that have been seen. They would very much like volunteers with 
plant knowledge to help them in the New Year - can you help? 
 
Leaky Dams: We have been discussing the topic of leaky dams in the catchment area.  These are small, 
semi-permeable barriers built in streams using natural materials like wood and brash.  They slow down water 
flow without completely blocking it, helping reduce flood risk, store water for dry periods, and create diverse 
habitats for wildlife.  They complement traditional flood defenses. Making landscapes more adaptable to 
climate change. 
 
Interest in Outings: We are undertaking our first group “outing” on a Stuart Line birdwatching cruise on 5th 
December.  This is a trial to see if there is potential for organising further “outings” for members in the future.  
We are thinking of Fungi walks; visits to RSPB Ham Wall or Seaton Wetlands.  We will have a look at the 
logistics for doing this, including the sorts of things there is interest for, methods of booking, charging etc.   
 
This could form part of a new ‘What’s On’ section of the website (also highlighted on Facebook).  As well as 
our own events, we could signpost to other events in the area – such as ranger walks, the new programme of 
events for women, RSPB local activity.  Pelase do let us know if you would be interested in attending, or 
helping to organize and run such programs. 
 
 
 

5. Built Environment Update 
 

 
We wanted to bring to your attention that a further consultation has been 
opened for the East Devon Local Plan.  This closes on 26th January 2026. 
 
The Otter Valley Association is considering its input to this consultation. If 
you have comments relating to this that you would like to make, please do 
so through the proper channels – here is the [ link ].  
 
Everyone has a voice and we encourage everyone to participate. 
 
The public consultation for the second East Devon Heritage Strategy 
(2024 – 2042) opens on 28th November until 9:00am on Monday 26th 
January 2026 (more details below). 

 
We continue to monitor planning applications and will make representations of applciations that contravene 
local planning guidelines or affect our beautiful conservation areas.  You can find a summary of all the 
representations we make on the OVA website (under the “Built Environment” menu). 
 
 
 
 
 

https://eastdevonlocalplansecondreg19.commonplace.is/
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6. Heritage Update 
 

The public consultation for the second East Devon Heritage Strategy 
(2024 – 2042) opens on 28th November until 9:00am on Monday 26th 
January 2026, 
 
The second Heritage Strategy (2024-2042) provides an overview of our 
district's abundant heritage, its significance and its benefits whilst 
developing objectives for the future, with an action plan for the delivery of 
our recommendations. There are opportunities for interested volunteers 
to be involved in working with our team to implement some of these 
actions. 
 

We asked our new Heritage Coordinator, Maria Malinowski, to research our online OVApedia archives and 
uncover some of the amazing heritage of the area.  In her first update, Maria is looking at shipwrights from 
Otterton and East Budleigh. 
 
 

Shipwrights : The Baileys of Otterton and East Budleigh 
The outstanding name in the list of shipwrights for Otterton is Bayly or Bayleigh. The first specific record of the 
family is in the 1524 Subsidy Roll for Otterton, where William Bayleigh was assessed for tax purposes for 
goods £16.04.00, a substantial amount which suggests the family had been in Otterton for many years. John 
Bayleigh had married Joan Monne in the same year and Agnes Monne, her mother, who had lost her 
husband, was assessed at £22, also of a wealthy family. 
 
It is possible that members of the Bayly family were already shipwrights in the locality building ships/boats in 
the estuary before the shingle/sand bar had developed at the river mouth. Perhaps some members were 
impressed to build the ships in Woolwich in 1513. Others like William had taken to sheep farming which they 
continued long after boat building declined in the area.  
 
Kersbrook  
William Smyth alias Bayley, shipwright, was living in Kersbrook. He is listed in the East Budleigh Malt Book for 
1613 and died in 1621 leaving a small holding and an estate worth £22. He was probably related to the 
Otterton family. Other members of his family appear in the East Budleigh registers 1615-1620. Perhaps there 
was a boat-builders yard at Kersbrook Haven or did he travel to work in the Otterton yard? He may have been 
a blacksmith and used the name Bayley to enhance his status in the community. 
 
Captain Baily and Sir Walter Ralegh  
In 1616 a Captain Baily accompanied Sir Walter Ralegh’s fleet to South America as captain of the “Husband” 
alias “Southampton” of 80 tons. He and his ship deserted the fleet at Lanzarote, Canary Islands and sailed 
back to the Isle of Wight probably because of shortage of victuals. Ralegh’s ill-fated voyage culminated in his 
execution in 1618. In view of the Bayley’s connection with East Budleigh, Captain Baily may have been a 
member of their family. 
 
Ships for the Navy  
The five Bayly’s listed in the Maritime Survey are John aged 34, John 55, Robert age 29, William 30 and 
Simon 40. Trinity House certificates issued for new ships built between 1625 and 1638 and sent to London to 
be armed, include three Dartmouth vessels (two of 250 tons each); two of Exeter (one of 200 tons); one of 
Plymouth (130 tons) and John Bayley of Otterton built five of these vessels. He may have been the younger of 
the two Johns named in the list. 
 
Bailey’s farmhouse  
Bailey’s farmhouse still stands at Pitson and is now known as Ash Tree Farmhouse and is of 16th century 
origin, probably built by William Bayly. It was refurbished in 1685, hence the date plaque. The family appear to 
have left the area by the 1780’s, having served the communities as Churchwardens and leading farmers for 
250 years. 
 
[Source: OVApedia] 
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7. Publicity, Website & Social Media  
 
We have finalised new logos, plus new banners for the OVA, ORCA and a 
DRAFT for our Flora, Fauna & Fungi group (see below). We are now working 
on some online and printed adverts to place on various Facebook and web 
sites, and in local parish magazines. 
 
We continue to update the OVA website with new sections and additions.  
Please do keep it bookmarked (www.ova.org.uk).   
 
We now have 1,838 supporters on our main Facebook group (up 482 
supporters from last month), and 353 supporters on our ORCA water quality 
campaign group (up 51 supporters from last month). 
 
We have a number of active WhatsApp groups that we wanted you to be 
aware of:  ORCA leadership team; ORCA Water testers; OVA Flora & Fauna 
group; OVA Walkers; OVA Town and Village Reps. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

==== End of Email Update (November 2025) ==== 

New OVA Pop-up Banner New ORCA Pop-up Banner DRAFT FFF Pop-up Banner 

http://www.ova.org.uk/
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